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ST. GEORGE, Utah (AP) — Despite steady job growth and general improvement in the Utah 

economy, the state's rate of childhood poverty is still on the rise. 

A total of 377,396 Utahns were living in poverty in 2011, including 140,772 children younger 

than 18, according to a new "Kids Count" report released this month by Voices for Utah 

Children, a nonprofit based in Salt Lake City. 

Released annually since 1994 to help community leaders, advocacy groups, parents and others, 

the report is used by policy makers to address problems and prioritize funding. This year, it looks 

at 25 indicators of child well-being. 

"Data is the foundation," said Terry Haven, deputy director of Voices for Utah Children and 

coordinator for the Kids Count project. "We need to have reliable data on children to help us 

make the best decisions to help every child in Utah reach their full potential." 

Many of those decisions could revolve around the economic circumstances of the state's 

children. 

The report underscores how hard the Great Recession hit the population who is younger than 18. 

It shows 16.2 percent of the state's children as living below the federal poverty level in 2011, up 

from 13 percent in 2010 and 11 percent in 2008. 

And in Southern Utah, the recession hit especially hard, with the percentage of children living in 

poverty jumping from 10 percent to 24 percent in Washington County from 2008 to 2011. In 

Iron County, the figure jumped from 17 percent in 2008 to 25 percent in 2011. 

In 2011, the federal poverty level was $22,350 for a family of four. The figure has risen to 

$23,550 for 2013. 

Research shows children in poverty face a myriad of challenges. They are less likely to have 

access to good schools, less likely to receive quality medical care and more prone to behavioral 

and emotional problems that can affect their performance in school. 

"All children need quality health care, education and economic stability to thrive," said Utah Sen. 

Stuart Reid, R-Ogden. "There are many children doing very well in Utah, but also a lot of kids 

who are struggling. The Kids Count data is an important tool to help local and state 



policymakers, as well as committed individuals in communities, focus on proven solutions in 

areas where kids need the most help." 

The data help governments, nonprofit organizations and other entities to secure funding for 

programs that benefit children. 

"I believe the reason we have been successful in our grant efforts is definitely attributable to the 

data that the Kids Count project provides," said Debbie Justice, executive director of The 

Learning Center for Families in St. George. 

Statewide, the report also noted an increase in the percentage of children living in single-parent 

households and an increase in the percentage of students participating in free- and reduced-lunch 

programs at school. There were improvements in the teen pregnancy rate and the percentage of 

women receiving adequate prenatal care. 

For Washington County, the report showed 41.4 percent of children participating in free and 

reduced lunch programs as of October 2012 and a student-teacher ratio of 20.64 to 1 in the 

classroom. 

In Iron County, 48.5 percent of children were participating in free- and reduced-lunch programs 

and classroom had a student-teacher ratio of 21.09 to 1. 

The report also included statistics on intergenerational poverty for the first time, measuring how 

often two or more successive generations of a family continue to live in poverty. In Washington 

County, there were 1,723 adults living in intergenerational poverty in 2010, with another 842 

living in Iron County. 
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