Utah’s Partial Medicaid
Expansion
•

• Understanding Prop 3 vs. S.B. 96
• How to Connect with Coverage
How to Stop Harmful Caps, Cuts and Barriers, so everyone can get
the affordable care they need!

November 2018: Prop 3 passes, expands Medicaid to all eligible
adults up to 138% FPL
February 2019: Governor signs S.B.96, rolls back Prop 3 to a ‘partial
expansion’ up to 100% FPL and directs the Dept of Health to do the
following:
➢ Add work requirements (effective January 2020)

Recap of
What
Happened…

➢ Have the ability to cap Medicaid enrollment
➢ Ask the federal government to essentially block grant Utah’s
Medicaid program
➢ Create a ‘fall back’ option if Utah cannot block grant Medicaid.
Fall back option is a full expansion, closer to what Prop 3
envisioned

What Does This Mean? Let’s Start with the Good…
More adults can get Medicaid!
Call 2-1-1 or visit TakeCareUtah.org
➢Longer term: The Department of Health is also exploring new ways
Medicaid enrollees can get more mental/ behavioral health care,
even housing support…

• Right now, individuals between 100-138% are still shut out of
care. (In January they can enroll through the ACA
marketplace)
• Work requirements DON’T WORK. They just mean more red
tape for Medicaid enrollees. In other states, they’ve led to
eligible people losing coverage.

What Does
This Mean?
The Bad….

• Enrollment caps mean people could get shut out of care, just
when they need it the most.
• Medicaid block grants= less money for Utah Medicaid.
Less money = fewer benefits, or fewer people eligible.

So What Can You Do? Promote the Good…
Help spread the word that Medicaid is now open for more people!
When parents have coverage, it helps the whole family.

Call 2-1-1 or visit TakeCareUtah.org
If you run into problems, snags, questions, please reach out to us! Let’s
help eligible people get the care they need.

So What Can You Do? Help Stop the Bad.
Comment! Comment! Comment!
Submitting public comments on the bad S.B. 96 provisions are the KEY way
to stop harmful reporting requirements, caps on enrollment and block
grants, so people can get the care they need without barriers. Why?
✓ State and feds have to hold a comment period, then respond to every unique comment
✓ Comments form the foundation for legal challenges
✓ Comments help generate stories and personal experiences, support advocacy going forward

The state public comment period will be opening soon. Utah Children will
share a survey to make commenting easy.
Help us reach 1,000 comments!

In
Conclusion…

• Medicaid is now open for more people, let’s help
connect people with coverage.
• But let’s STOP the harmful reporting requirements,
caps and cuts that will make it much harder for
families to get care and undermine the full
Medicaid expansion Utahns need (and voted for!)
• Complete the comment survey! Your help is
needed!

Thank you!
Please feel free to contact Voices for Utah Children anytime!
Jessie Mandle
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801-364-1182

