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SALT LAKE CITY — Recent studies have found that 16- to 24-year-olds are hardest hit by 

unemployment associated with the current recession, which puts those people in a precarious 

situation because of increasing demands regarding education. 

A study produced by Voices for Utah Children says Utahns of those ages are experiencing a 14.3 

percent unemployment rate, which is better than the national average. However, unemployment 

for Utahns 16-24 is more than double the 6.3 percent unemployment for those 25 or older. It also 

concluded that Utah workers with higher levels of education face considerably lower levels of 

unemployment when compared with those who have no postsecondary education. 

"While Utah has not been hit as hard by the great recession as other states, its youth are still 

bearing much of the burden, especially when it comes to unemployment," said Allison Rowland, 

author of the study, "The Recession's Impact on Utah Families: Dramatic Differences and 

Lasting Difficulties." 

A national report released by youth-advocacy group Young Invincibles says 18 percent of 

Americans aged 16 to 24 are unemployed, and that young people have been hardest hit by the 

current recession. According to the study, workers with college degrees have the lowest rates of 

unemployment, yet because of rising costs of tuition and limited public funding for education 

fewer young people are graduating from college.  

"The unemployment rate for our generation is staggering," said Aaron Smith, executive director 

of Young Invincibles. "One of the most immediate and direct ways that the job situation can be 

addressed is through aggressive support of tax credits and grants that improve educational 

opportunity." 

Smith's organization is advocating that Congress maintain the American Opportunity Tax Credit, 

which is set to expire in December, and give more funding to the federal Pell Grant program to 

avoid a funding shortfall for students. 

Part of the Recovery Act, the tax credit was utilized by more than 12.5 million students and their 

families last year to help pay for college. The program provides up to $2,500 in tax credits for up 

to four years of school. 
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The Pell Grant is another program set to face cuts in 2011. According to the study, it will face a 

deficit of $5.7 billion in the coming year. Extra funding from the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act gave students attending schools in Utah more than $100 million in Pell Grants. 

"If Congress does not act now, the cuts to student funding for the 2011-12 school year will be 

devastating," Smith said. 

Rowland said the trend toward high-tech, high-skill jobs is stronger in Utah than in other states. 

The manufacturing base in Utah is comparatively smaller. 

"Utah's government says it is trying to foster economic growth by fostering sectors such as 

biomedical, composite materials and aerospace, and all of these require workers to have at least 

an associate's degree," Rowland said. "There will certainly be job growth in retail, restaurants 

and tourism once the economy rebounds, but outside of management positions those jobs will 

not pay enough to support a family, buy a home or save for retirement." 

Rowland feels Utahns should be concerned about whether Utah's young people can afford higher 

education. She said young people in Utah will find themselves in a double bind because many 

come from families unable to cover the rising costs of tuition and fees, but because of the 

scarcity of jobs for young people they no longer can contribute to those costs. 

Utah is also in a special position because of the demographics of the work force. 

"The work force in Utah is much younger than in other parts of the country, which means that 

education levels are especially important to Utah's economic development for the next 35-45 

years," Rowland said. "Also, Utahns tend to start families at a younger age than elsewhere, 

which means that many college students are struggling not only to pay tuition, but also to support 

their family."  
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