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Utah’s School Funding Cuts Hurt Economy in Short- and Long-Term 
 

Salt Lake City, UT – Utah has made cuts to funding distributed directly to school districts since the start 

of the recession, putting the state’s economy and long-term prosperity in jeopardy. 

State investment in students at K-12 schools is 8.1 percent below 2008 levels, when adjusted for inflation. 

Utah has made deeper cuts in per-pupil spending than twenty-six other states, according to a report 

released by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, a non-partisan policy research organization based 

in Washington, D.C. “These cuts to an education system that already ranks at the bottom in the nation for 

per pupil spending, undermines our ability to educate Utah children, and there will be consequences for 

Utah’s economy,” said Allison Rowland, director of research and budget at Voices for Utah Children. 

“Good schools and an educated workforce foster economic growth, and these reductions jeopardize that 

economic growth.” 

The federal government’s failure to continue emergency financial aid to states and school districts has 

contributed to education cuts as well. Federal dollars from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

and the Education Jobs Fund helped states limit education cuts in 2009, but the aid largely expired in 

2011, leaving states to deal with education funding shortfalls on their own. Utah will increase its per pupil 

spending by $40 during the 2012-2013 school year but this does not compensate for the reductions that 

took place the previous years. As state investments in education have decreased, there has been increasing 

pressure on school districts to come up with other resources. As a result, some Utah school districts are 

seeking to raise property taxes. 

Utah’s K-12 education cuts jeopardize the state’s economic health. The cuts have extended the recession 

by causing job losses in both the public and private sectors, slowing the pace of economic recovery. The 

funding cuts have forced many school districts to lay off teachers and support staff, reduce pay for the 

remaining staff, and cancel contracts with private businesses. 

Reducing investment in schools also has long-term economic consequences. A strong education system is 

essential to creating and maintaining a thriving economy. Businesses need a well-educated workforce, 

and education cuts undermine the state’s ability to produce workers with the skills needed to compete in 

the global economy. 

 



The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities report is available at http://www.cbpp.org/files/9-4-12sfp.pdf. 

### 

Voices for Utah Children, founded in 1985, is a nonprofit, nonpartisan child advocacy organization that 

works to improve the lives of children and families. We believe that all children should be healthy and 

safe, ready for school, and live with families who can meet their needs and invest in their future. For 

more information visit www.utahchildren.org. 

 


