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Executive Summary

Health insurance coverage provides children with the foundation they need to be
healthy and thrive. When children have health insurance, they have better health
outcomes, greater academic success and more economic opportunities later in life.
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Utah lags behind the rest of the nation when it comes to covering kids. In Utah, 7%
of all children are uninsured, compared to 5% nationally. While Utah has made
significant strides over the years connecting more children to coverage, in the last
year, Utah’s child uninsured rate has increased. In 2017, Utah was one of only nine
states to see its child uninsured rate trend in the wrong direction.

Who are the uninsured children of Utah? They are overwhelmingly low-income.
Typically, their parents are uninsured too. The majority are eligible for CHIP or
Medicaid insurance, but not enrolled. Some are not eligible for insurance at all
because of their citizenship or immigration status. They live across Utah, with a
higher percentage of uninsured children living in rural areas. Some children may
have never been insured; some may have had insurance and then lost it or had a
parent dis-enroll them due to stigma or fear of enrolling in public health insurance
programs. They come from all racial and ethnic backgrounds however, a
disproportionate percentage of uninsured children in Utah are Latino, the highest in
the nation. Some come from families experiencing intergenerational poverty, some
are immigrants, refugees or asylum seekers, facing steep obstacles to their health
and well-being.

But no matter who they are, they are all Utahns. When 7% of our child population
lacks health insurance, we put Utah’s future at risk. Utah is at a unique moment to
challenge the negative trends and demand that all children, no matter their
background, zip code, citizenship or immigration status, can access affordable health
coverage.
The 100% Kids Coverage Campaign is led by a diverse coalition of stakeholders.
This multi-year campaign has a goal of ensuring all Utah children will have coverage.
Guided by four over-arching policy recommendations, the Campaign proposes to
change Utah’s health coverage landscape:

1. Strengthen and protect Medicaid coverage for parents
2. Keep kids covered all year round
3. Support consistent outreach and enrollment support
4. Cover all kids, regardless of background or immigration status

Through targeted policies, political and community engagement, we can ensure that
all Utah kids have the health coverage they need to grow, thrive and succeed in life.
We believe that it is possible for 100% of Utah children to have access to affordable,
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consistent health coverage. We invite you to join us and help us reach 100%
together.

The full report can be downloaded here. For a free print copy please call Voices
at 801-364-1182
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