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Updates on kids coverage in Utah: Kids are losing Medicaid/CHIP coverage, meanwhile Utah
is still paying more to cover fewer people…and more!

Why are Utahns paying more to cover fewer people?

Under Utah’s current partial expansion plan (aka the “bridge plan”), Utah is paying
30% more to cover thousands of fewer kids and families on Medicaid. To date,
around 34,000 new individuals have enrolled in Medicaid coverage, although at least
50,000 still remain in the gap, unable to afford coverage on their own and not offered
it through their job. Utah has left at least $7 million in federal funds on the table so
far-- funds that could be used to help more families get coverage and care. (New
update: latest reports state the Trump administration will reject Utah's partial
expansion. It's time to stop paying more to cover fewer people.)
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Alarming Trend in Kids' Medicaid/CHIP Coverage

Utah kids are dis-enrolling from Medicaid/ CHIP at an alarming rate. At the July Utah
Medicaid Advisory Committee meeting we learned that over 2,000 kids lost
Medicaid/CHIP coverage last month. Such a steep drop cannot be explained by a
strong economy alone. The number of Utah kids leaving CHIP/ Medicaid are among
the highest in the nation. Both the Utah Department of Health and Department of
Workforce Services have committed to doing additional investigation as to WHY kids
are losing coverage. We greatly appreciate that they are taking this issue seriously
and are working to find answers.
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Utah Medicaid Advisory Committee Once Again Prioritizes 12-Month
Continuous Eligibility- Let's Keep Kids Covered!

For the third straight year, the Utah Medicaid Advisory Committee prioritized
12-month continuous eligibility for children on Medicaid as one of their top funding
requests to the Governor. 12-month continuous eligibility would allow more kids to
get covered- and stay covered. Current Medicaid reporting requirements mean many
kids unnecessarily lose coverage, with cascading negative impacts. This policy
would protect kids and families. The Utah Medicaid Advisory Committee has
continually prioritized this as a cost-effective, best practice to keep kids healthy,
consistently voting in favor of the Utah Department of Health adopting this policy.
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The Latest on Utah’s Medicaid Waiver

Utahns submitted a record 1,700 comments on Utah’s partial Medicaid expansion.
Thanks to all who stood up for voter-approved full Medicaid expansion. Utahns
voiced strong opposition to the proposed cuts, caps and barriers to Medicaid
coverage which would leave many kids and parents without coverage or care. These
comments send a message to state and federal officials and will provide the
backbone for any future legal action.

Haven’t submitted a comment yet? There’s still time! Submit a comment
here: www.utahchildren.org/comment

 4 / 5

Phoca PDF

https://www.sltrib.com/news/politics/2019/07/10/utah-health-care-panel/
http://www.utahchildren.org/comment
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