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INVEST IN UTAH'S KIDS - ENSURE UTAH'S FUTURE

The Utah KIDS COUNT Project is built around the idea that data helps us tell the
story of our communities, makes us aware of problems, and brings to the forefront a
discussion of the policy solutions that can make a difference in outcomes for kids.
Our policy choices reflect our priorities and our priorities should be based on fact --

1/ 3



Measures of Child Well-Being in Utah, 2020

Published: Tuesday, 17 November 2020 13:43
Written by: Sara Gunderson

Measures of Child Well-Being in Utah, 2020

Invest in Utah’s Kids

Ensure Utah’s Future
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A Product of Voices for Utah Children's KIDS COUNT Project

[

Noices for

solid, reliable, ac

cessible data on
how kids are doing in our state. This annual publication, “Measures of Child Well-
Being in Utah” is a first step in the process.

But how can collecting data help kids? Data can help policymakers and advocates
identify problems that require action. Data can identify successful policies that should
be continued or expanded. As resources become more limited, data can help
policymakers track whether taxpayer dollars are being effectively invested to
maximize limited resources. Data also helps service providers prove the need for
programs as they write grants to support Utah’s children and their families. Data
counts and helps us make KIDS COUNT. We hope this publication is useful as you
work to ensure that our state invests in kids and creates a thriving state for the

future.
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A note on the data and the COVID Pandemic:

There is always a lag in data collection which means that the data presented in the data book is
often several years behind. Given the effect that COVID has had on many child well-being
indicators such as unemployment, poverty, and a myriad of health indicators, it is important to note
that some of the indicators in this publication may look very different at this point in time. The Annie
E. Casey recognizes the importance of how COVID has affected children and there is now a
COVID section of data on the Data Center. The data is from the U.S. Census Bureau’s Household
Pulse Survey. You can learn more about this data on page 17 in this publication.
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