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This October we celebrate Youth Justice Action Month (YJAM), a month of bringing
awareness to and encouraging and inspiring action on behalf of young people that
have and are currently being impacted by our criminal justice system.

Voices is committed to advocating for a more fair and equitable juvenile justice
system and do so through assessing current juvenile justice policies and practices as
well as partnering with the Utah Board of Juvenile Justice on key initiatives.

Below you will find recommendations for system involved youth and their families
when interacting with the court system, along with other information and research in
support of a more equitable juvenile justice system.

We also invite you to join us on October 20th as we celebrate Youth Justice Action
Month with an online showcase highlighting and elevating youth voices including
those that have had experience in the juvenile justice system. 

Recommendations for Utah Policymakers, Courts, and Youth & Families 

In August, we released a new report, Who's Helping Kids in Utah Courts? in which
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we assessed Utah's system for ensuring that all children in juvenile delinquency
court are being represented by a defense attorney through a series of court
observations.

The report had some good news to celebrate including that over the past two years,
Utah children appearing in juvenile court without a defense attorney decreased from
33% statewide to less than 5%, revealing that Utah children now almost never waive
their right to an attorney. 

Furthermore, our findings lead to several recommendations for policy makers, the
juvenile courts, and youth and their families that are system involved. These
recommendations are available in both English and Spanish. 

Who's Helping Kids in Utah Courts?: Executive Summary &
Recommendations  English | Spanish

Juvenile Record Expungement Clinic (Register by Friday, October 8) 
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We are pleased to partner with the Utah Board of Juvenile Justice & Utah Juvenile
Defender Attorneys in their efforts to provide a virtual juvenile delinquency record
expungement clinic on October 29, 2021 and is providing FREE assistance with
applications for expungement.

The clinic is open to individuals with juvenile delinquency cases which were originally
processed in Salt Lake County, Tooele County or Summit County.
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The deadline to apply is October 8th. Space is limited and registration is required.
Register today at: bit.ly/expunge123 Questions? Please email inbox@ujda.org

And Yet We Rise: October 20, 2021 at 3:30pm 

In recognition of October as Youth Justice Action Month (YJAM), we have partnered
with the Utah Board of Juvenile Justice to host a free, public, virtual event at 3:30pm
on October 20, 2021. And Yet We Rise will elevate the voices of young people,
including those who have experience in the juvenile justice system, through a variety
of formats interwoven into an online showcase. Leaders, both youth and adult, will be
awarded for their service and commitment to the juvenile justice system. Register 
here today! 
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Recent Reports and Information 

Below is a list of recent publications in regards to supporting a more equitable
juvenile justice system in Utah. 

School Resource Officer (SRO) Parent & Student Discussion Findings &
Recommendations (2020-21)
Pro-Equity Policy Framework for Racial & Ethnic Disparities in Utah's Juvenile
Justice System (2020)  
Striving for Equity in Utah's Juvenile Justice System (2020)

Racial & Ethnic Disparities Advisory Committee

The Utah Board of Juvenile Justice (UBJJ) has a state Racial and Ethnic Disparities
Advisory Committee that is dedicated to addressing racial and ethnic disparities at
key points in the youth justice system. The committee has county-level working
groups in areas with the highest concentration of youth of color: Salt Lake, Utah, and
Weber. If you are passionate about youth justice and would like to get involved,
please contact Alyssha Dairsow at adairsow@utah.gov. 
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