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Senator Mitt Romney
Washington, DC 20510

April 1, 2021
Dear Senator Mitt Romney:

Last week, two major immigration bills HR6: The Dream and Promise Act and
HR1603: The Farmworker Modernization Act passed the floor of the U.S. House of
Representatives!

We urge you to vote yes on both of these immigration bills as monumental steps
towards comprehensive and humane immigration reform. Polices like these are vital
to the continued health and success of our state that will provide direct relief to
immigrant families who have made Utah their home. It is time to come together and
support these bipartisan measures to ensure a pathway to citizenship for the
estimated 3 million immigrants including eligible immigrant youth, farmworkers, TPS,
DED, and DACA recipients who will benefit.

Utah has a history of supporting immigrant families in our state through past state
policies and with Sen. Hatch'’s legacy of the first introduction of the Dream Act in
2001. Undocumented immigrants are our friends, family members, colleagues, and
community members. HR6 & HR1603 signify an opportunity to recognize some of
the contributions that immigrants have made in our state. Utah is home to
approximately 92,000 undocumented immigrants, thousands of who would be
granted a pathway to citizenship with the passage of these bills.

The Migration Policy Institute estimated that in 2020, approximately 15,000
Dreamers were eligible for DACA, most of whom may qualify for the Dream and
Promise Act if passed. In Utah, about 66,933 children live in a household with at
least one undocumented immigrant. Additionally, the New American Economy
estimated that approximately 1 in 5 farmworkers in our state are foreign-born. While
not all farmworkers undocumented, mixed-status farmworker families in our state will
benefit greatly from the passage of HR1603. Nationally, it is estimated that over 55%
of farmworkers have children and about 49% are estimated to lack work
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authorization. These milestone bills will make a significant difference in the lives of
children and families and signify a path forward for immigrant families in our state
who have lived with fears of deportation looming over them for far too long.

It is your opportunity to take action and help us move towards comprehensive
immigration reform for our country. Undocumented immigrants have been on the
frontline of ensuring our state moves forward during the pandemic. Now is the
moment to reaffirm our support to the thousands of immigrants in Utah who will
benefit from the passage of both bills.

We, the undersigned, urge your action to protect immigrant families in our state by
voting YES on HB6 and HB1603.

Sincerely,

Voices for Utah Children

Comunidades Unidas

Holy Cross Ministries

Perretta Law Office

Catholic Diocese of Salt Lake City
Utahns Against Hunger

Planned Parenthood Association of Utah
Neighborhood House Association
Alliance for a Better Utah

Utah Coalition of La Raza (UCLR)

OCA Asian Pacific Islander American Advocates Utah
Utah Muslim Civic League

Email Ciriac Alvarez Valle for questions: ciriac@utahchildren.org
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