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Kids Count Utah: A Data Book on the Measures of Child Well-Being in Utah,
2021 is the first glance at the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on Utah’s
children. Please click on the button below for the full report. 

2021 UTAH KIDS COUNT DATA BOOK

Children under the age of 18 make up a third of the state’s population. Not
surprisingly, Utah children and their families faced additional challenges as a result
of living through a global pandemic.

Unfortunately, over 10 percent of Utah children are experiencing poverty.
Additionally, since 2019 Utah saw an increase of over 4,000 additional children
considered to be in Intergenerational Poverty (IGP). More children caught in a cycle
of IGP is concerning as it could mean that their own children may continue that same
cycle if their economic situation does not improve.

Providing a quality education to children during the pandemic continues to be a
challenge. The most recent data shows that student proficiency assessment results
decreased over the past year. And data also shows that many children are not
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receiving the mental health treatment they need. A new data indicator shared in the
2021 data book looked at access to mental health. The data collected from the
National Survey of Children’s Health shows that approximately 60% of three- to
17-year-olds struggling with mental health are not receiving treatment.

Voices for Utah Children hopes that the yearly KIDS COUNT data book project and
the publication of Measuring of Child Well-Being in Utah continues to be a valuable
resource that can provide guidance to both policymakers and the general public on
how to improve the lives and futures of Utah children.
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