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State General Funding Per Student Still Lower

Than 2008 in 25 States

Percent change in state formula funding® per student, inflation-adjusted,

fiscal years 2008-2016
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*General or formula funding is the primary form of state K-12 funding. States also typically
provide revenue for other, more specific purposes, such as bus transportation and
contributions to school employee pension plans.

Note: California, Hawaii, Indiana, and Kansas are excluded because the data necessary to

make a valld comparison are not available.

Source: CEPP budget analysis and National Center for Education Statistics enroliment

estimates.
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Most states, including Utah,
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provide less per-pupil funding for K-12 education now than they did before the
2008-2009 recession, according to a report titled, “Most States Have Cut School
Funding, and Some Continue Cutting” by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.
Their findings echo those reported by Voices for Utah Children in the Utah
Children’s Budget Report.

After the recession, property values dropped, making it hard for local school districts
to raise significant revenue through local property taxes, but there was an “even
steeper fall in state funding.” Meanwhile, the child population continued to grow.

The most recent data, for the 2016 school year, show that 25 states are offering less
per-pupil general formula funding that in 2008. (General formula funding is the
primary state funding source for schools.) In Utah, general formula funding per
student has dropped by 9% since 2008. Only seven other states had a bigger drop in
general formula funding than Utah.

But can’t we just do more with less? The authors point out that the data suggest
otherwise:

“As common sense would suggest, money matters for educational outcomes. For
instance, poor children who attend better-funded schools are more likely to complete
high school and have higher earnings and lower poverty rates in adulthood.”

For 30 years now, Voices for Utah Children has called on our state, federal and local
leaders to put children’s needs first. But the work is not done. The children of 30
years ago now have children of their own. Too many of these children are growing
up in poverty, without access to healthcare or quality educational opportunities.

How can you be involved?

Make a tax-deductible donation to Voices for Utah Children—or join our Network with
a monthly donation of $20 or more. Network membership includes complimentary
admission to Network events with food, socializing, and opportunity to meet child
advocacy experts. And don't forget to join our listserv to stay informed!

We look forward to the future of Voices for Utah Children and we hope you will be a
part of our next 30 years.
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Special thanks to American Express, our "Making a Difference All Year Long"

AMERICAN

EXPRESS

sponsor. ©
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