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Statement on the Fifth Circuit Court Decision in Texas v. United States

Voices for Utah Children is disappointed with the ruling from the 5th Circuit Court of
Appeals. The ruling largely upheld the lower courts’ decision that the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 2012 memo is unlawful. The case has been
sent back to the lower court to consider the Biden Administrations new DACA rule
that will go into effect on October 31st.

While we are glad to know that DACA renewals will temporarily continue, we know
this is no solution. We are frustrated with the inaction of Congress, including Utah’s
Congressional members. Now more than ever, Congress MUST act. DACA
recipients should not have to live their lives in limbo, waiting to hear from court
decision after court decision.

There is a false sense of security because despite the litigations, DACA has
continued. However, for those with DACA the rollercoaster has been far from
peaceful and secure. It has been heartbreaking for the hundreds of thousands of
immigrant youth who qualify that cannot obtain their permits because new
applications are not being accepted.
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Nine years of this program working should be enough for Congress to finally take
action and stop playing with the lives of immigrant youth. Our Congressional
members can be champions for immigrants in our state. We urge them to be leaders
in this crucial moment. Let’'s not wait until the program ends to finally provide
permanent protection to immigrant youth — it's time to pass reform for immigrant
youth now.

History:

The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals Program began in 2012 under President
Obama to allow immigrants who came to the country as children under 16 the
opportunity to apply to a legal working permit and deferred deportation. It was a
temporary fix to the inaction of Congress on immigration reform. Currently more than
600,000 Dreamers benefit from the program, including more than 9,000 Utahns.
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