What happened to Coverage for All Kids this Session?
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This Session, one of Voices for Utah Children’s top priority bills received very little
public attention despite its behind-the-scenes activity. Below we will unpack what
happened, lessons we learned, and what we believe the path forward should be so
we can reach 100% Kids Coverage in Utah.

First a little background, during the 2021 Legislative Session, we were thrilled to see
many statements in support of children’s health insurance coverage. Speaker

Wilson highlighted children’s coverage and Utah’s high rate of uninsured kids

during his opening Session remarks and supported funding for CHIP outreach. On
the Senate side, Senator Escamilla championed a bill to Cover All Kids, which former
House Leader, Representative Gibson, sponsored on the House side. While the bill
did not make it through in the final days of the Session, it seemed well-positioned to
pass in 2022.

Onto 2022...
This year Senator Luz Escamilla ran Senate Bill 185. Like her bill last year, SB 185

ensured all Utah children could get covered and stay covered by allowing income
-eligible Utah children access to Medicaid and CHIP, regardless of immigration
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status. In addition, SB 185 restored funding for continuous eligibility for Medicaid
children. Senator Escamilla skillfully navigated SB 185, with approval from the
Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee and broad support on the Senate floor. On
the House side, Majority Leader, Representative Mike Schultz, stepped up as the
House Sponsor to usher the bill across the finish line. But unfortunately, the bill was
never brought to the full floor for a vote in the House.

So what happened this year?

Although SB 185 made it out of the Senate with little objections or pushback, it ran
into obstacles in the House. The bill arrived in the House without enough time for a
committee hearing. While it could have gone through without one, members of the
House did not have the full time to discuss and familiarize themselves with the bill
and work through question or concerns. Although the bill never came to the floor for
a full vote, it did have strong bipartisan support. Cover All Kids got even closer this
year, but still fell short.

Going forward, we must discuss any questions or concerns directly. We invite
lawmakers to join us in having honest conversations about the children we are
leaving behind in our state, the children we are deciding not to cover. All children
growing up in Utah need health insurance to thrive, regardless of their immigration
status. To deny some children access to health care is unconscionable.

It is time we amplify the many voices, the stories, the statewide energy and support
for Covering All Kids. Lawmakers are ready; Utahns are ready. It's time we act to
Cover All Kids.

Learn more about the stories and join our campaign
at https://www.100percentkids.health/take-action
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