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It’s back to school time for kids across Utah. One of the most important things we
can do to help all kids have a successful school year is to help them stay healthy.
Kids who have untreated illnesses or chronic conditions are more likely to stay home
from school and fall behind in the classroom. Kids in need of glasses have a harder
time learning. And tooth pain is one of the top reasons kids miss school. We need to
make sure all kids get regular access to affordable care and treatment, and all
parents feel safe and welcome signing their kids up for school. So what’s on our
list?

Connect all kids with health coverage insurance. Call 211 or visit org to find
out what options might be available for your kids or kids you know.
Extend CHIP funding! Congress needs to extend CHIP funding by the end of
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https://www.cdhp.org/state-of-dental-health/schoolandbeyond
https://takecareutah.org/
http://utahchildren.org/component/k2/item/853-the-time-is-now-extend-chip
http://www.phoca.cz/phocapdf
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September, and time is running out. 20,000 Utah kids rely on CHIP for their
health insurance coverage. Give our Utah Senators and Representatives a 
call and tell them the time is now to renew their commitment to kids &
families’ health coverage.
Continue to protect Medicaid. The CHIP program rests on the shoulders of
Medicaid. Medicaid provides coverage to almost 200,000 kids. We need to
make sure that the program stays strong and continues to provide
foundational coverage to kids.
Create a welcoming environment in your school and your community.
Medicaid and CHIP are health insurance programs that are available to ALL
KIDS who meet the eligibility requirements. No child or family should feel
unsafe signing up their kids for health coverage or getting healthcare. Learn
more about how to make sure your school is connected with the right
information, so kids can get the care they need.
Help all parents get covered too! Why is this on our back-to-school list?
Because it’s a basic equation: healthy parents= healthy kids. When parents
are sick, or stressed by costly medical bills, that hurts the whole family.
Parents need to have access to affordable insurance, and we need to remove
any barriers that make it harder for kids and parents to stay insured, like work
requirements, enrollment limits and eligibility complications.

Thanks to CHIP and Medicaid we are at a historic low for uninsured kids in our state!
93% of all kids are insured in Utah. Let’s get to 100%. Together we can create
policies that help all kids have a healthy, successful school year.
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https://www.utah.gov/government/contactgov.html
http://www.acluutah.org/resources/articles-position-papers/item/1293-safe-schools-resolution
http://www.acluutah.org/resources/articles-position-papers/item/1293-safe-schools-resolution
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